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Of course, as always, if 
you missed the meeting in 
Oregon City, Oregon, this 
past Oct. 1,2, & 3, you 
missed a unique 
experience! I feel safe in 
saying that all ALFHAM 
meetings, whether 
regional or national, are 
unique. You might use 
other descriptives, but the 
distinctive mixture of 
individuals, sites and 
sessions makes no two 
meetings the same or even 
remotely close. There are 
articles from four of the 
twenty-three attendees 
that will confirm this. 
 
That said, hats off to 
conference organizer Kay 
Demlow and her assistant 
Kelly Demlow. They truly 
put on an enjoyable 
meeting with a nice 
mixture of site visits, 
walking tours, sessions 
and evening activities. 
Those of us from drier 
climates enjoyed the fact 
that it rained. Pacific 
Northwest dwellers were 
glad it didn’t rain on 
anything we were doing 
outdoors. 
  
The conference theme, 
“Telling Our Stories” was 

examined by the session 
presenters from a number 
of angles. The theme was 
to hopefully share things 
that other folks can take 
home with them and use 
at their own sites. This 
seemed to be working 
well as lunch time and 
break times were filled 
with people in small 
groups sharing “their 
stories” and figuring out 
what others do. In short, it 
provided a time for one of 
the things ALHFAM is 
known best for, 
networking. 
 
Friday evening’s dinner 
and auction were a grand 
affair with good food, a 
lively auction and capped 
by the living history 
presentation “Joe Meek 
and Doc Newell: Alive!.”  
The auction was livened 
up with help provided by 
Linda Evans from the 
High Desert Museum in 
Bend, Oregon. Her active 
“Vanna” work while 
wearing an 1880s dress 
with bustle was truly a 
delight to those in the 
audience. Also a great 
help to the fellowship 
fund for the 2010 meeting 
in Wooster.  

Saturday started with a 
walking tour of Oregon 
City. We ended up at the 
McLoughlin House, a site 
run by the National Park 
Service. Dr. John 
McLoughlin is referred to 
as the “Father of Oregon” 
so it was interesting to see 
his home which has some 
of the original 
furnishings.  We motored 
out to Champoeg State 
Park for lunch and their 
Apple Festival in the 
afternoon. Although a 
small site, there was a lot 
of activity with music and 
dancing in the barn and 
fresh apple butter, cider 
and baked goods under an 
awning outside. A 
donation would allow you 
to enjoy the final 
vegetables from their 
heritage garden, and many 
visitors took advantage of 
this.  
 
I made new friends and 
renewed old 
acquaintances - another 
benefit of membership 
and attending 
conferences. Make plans 
to join us in Tacoma in 
2010.

November 2009 
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“Telling Our Stories” – Looking Back 
 By Kay Demlow 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When I volunteered to co-chair the 2009 ALHFAM Western Region 
Conference, I had no experience in planning such an event!  But I did 
have a high level of enthusiasm for the location, Oregon City and tour 
theme, “Telling Our Stories.”  This year marked the sesquicentennial of 
Oregon’s statehood, and it seemed most appropriate that the conference 
should be held in Oregon City, one of the oldest settlements and the 
first State Capital. 
 
With my co-chairs, Kelly Demlow and Mick Woodcock, and the 
assistance of Marge Harding of the Ermatinger House in Oregon City, 
we put together a conference that entertained and enlightened 24 
people, ALHFAMers and non-members, from Oregon, Washington, 
California and Arizona.  Through the various presentations and off-site 
tours, we told the stories of Oregon settlement and statehood.  
Hopefully, we also helped our attendees to find new ways to tell the 
stories at their own sites. 
 
Thanks to Mick’s assistance and experience, Marge’s good advice on 
Oregon City historic sites, and Kelly’s level-headed organizational 
skills, we were able to organize a conference that everyone seemed to 
enjoy.  The weather cooperated, the hotel was comfortable, the Friday 
night dinner was excellent, and the tours were a cross-section of early 
Oregon history and locations.  We even stuck to a budget, and made 
some money for the organization.  Now that I have had the experience 
of planning a Regional conference, I can recommend it to others.  
Hosting a conference at your site or in a historic setting can be a great 
way to share the history you love with others who will be just as 
enthused as you are! 
 
 

Western Region Conference 101����
By Oscar B. Hult, Monteith Historical Society, 
President - Albany, Oregon 

�
Women in 1880s attire carrying tote bins filled with props and 
literature, being assisted by a woman wearing what appeared to be a 
costume straight out of 1900. I must be in the right place. What are 
the chances that any other group would be setting up for a conference 
in such clothing? I had asked my fashion consultant (my wife) if she 
thought I should wear my 1850s attire since I had been asked to 
present at the conference. Her answer was "If you are the only one 
dressed in modern clothes, people will understand, but if you are the 
only one in period clothing they will think you are a weirdo."  Her 
advice worked out just right because less than half of the people at 
the conference wore period attire, although I did feel a bit under 
dressed at dinner.  
 
I came to the conference representing the Monteith  
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House Museum. We have had a Living History program  
there for about ten years now, and we have a lot of fun  
with it. I personally just wanted to go to the conference  
to see what ALHFAM is all about. I am glad that I went. 
The people were helpful, shared their successes, and  
were able to give some great pointers. The one about not 
basing your Living History persona on a real person  
because of the way the descendants might perceive your  
portrayal was very good and something I had not even  
considered. I had always avoided doing any particular  
person just because I didn't feel like I knew them well  
enough. Now I am so glad I never tried.  
 
I really like the idea of having a support group of living 
history interpreters. People who know what we are up 
against and can give best practices and practical advice 
on everything from how to market your event to where 
to get a period appropriate scrub board or tin cup. I can 
only imagine that the rest of you who are members of 
ALHFAM feel the same.  
 
The next living history event at the Monteith House is a 
Christmas open house where our living history 
interpreters will be having a circa 1858 Christmas 
party. If you happen to be in Albany December 13th, 
stop by and join in the festivities. Feel free to call me if 
you are wondering what to wear to your next ALFHAM 
conference, because as one weirdo to another, you 
won't want to ask my wife what to wear to the dinner.�
 
 
 

 
Reflections 

By Wells Twombly 

�
ALHFAM’s Western meeting this year 
opened my eyes to the many serious volunteer 
run sites.  I met folks who reminded me of the 
original meaning of the term amateur, one 
who does something for the pure love of it.  
And they do it very well.  I also took home a 
grant writing strategy from Mick Woodcock’s 
session.  If you can’t get funding for Living 
History programming, perhaps you can get it 
for “Living Exhibits,” as Mick did. My ED 
loved that one.  I also discovered that Oregon 
City is one of the most haunted places I’ve 
ever visited.  I’ve worked in a couple of 
houses with ghosts, but they have a ghost 
ship! 
 

 

2010 Western Region 
Meeting 
Save the dates: 
November 5-7, 2010.  

 
Travel to the beautiful Pacific Northwest 
and Washington state for the region’s 
annual conference at Fort Nisqually in 
Tacoma, Washington. Founded in 1833 as 
the earliest non-native establishment on 
Puget Sound, Fort Nisqually Living 
History Museum is a restoration of a 
Hudson's Bay Company outpost on the 
Puget Sound where visitors can journey 
back in time to the mid-nineteenth century. 
The site includes two original buildings – 
the Factor’s House built in 1855, and the 
Granary built in 1850. 
The conference will include a visit to 
the fort’s “Arts of the Fur Trade” 
living history event where the fort’s re-
enactors will showcase the arts that 
were once a part of daily survival in 
the 1800s.  Visits to other local 
museums and attractions will be 
offered as well. 
November weather in the Pacific 
Northwest can range from sunny weather 
in the mid-60s to cool & wet (temperatures 
in the high 40s). Packing rain gear is 
suggested.  

 
 

 
“I’ve worked in a couple of houses with 
ghosts, but they have a ghost ship!” 
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Association for Living History, Farm and Agricultural Museums 
www.alhfam.org 

 


